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a Oeconamy is a compr Word. 
e 
2 1 » fo abſolutely requiſite 
in human Life. Let it not therefore be conſider- 
ed as ſomething that relates only to one, and con- 
cerns not another ; for it is what the meaneft 
Station neceſſarily calls for, the moſt Exalted 
cannot diſpenſe with. 
A2 Orconomy 


Exod. 13. 


3 | 
Occonomy is equally required in the Cabinet and 
in the Field; in public, in private Life; in the 
Support of Government itſelf . 
Occonomy is not ſuited only 


AMY 


every Society, to the Intereſt of every Individual 
of the nity; the Affairs of the State, as 
well as the Concerns of the Cloſet. It is a moral, 
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of Mind which is diſpoſed to retrench 


unneceſſary Expence ; and to improve 


Firſt in Virtue ? | 
2 Bleſſed art thon, O Land! when, Er.“ 


ye , 
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[3-3 | 
your own Happineſs, and that of your Fellow- 
Creatures. | | 

Since then the Subject is ſo important in every 
Point of View, and all Perſons are ſo deeply in- 
tereſted in it, it may not be an uſeleſs Taſk, (per- 
haps not an wnſeaſenable one at this Funtture, 
when the diſſolute Maxims of Luxury and Plea- 
ſure ſeem to be the peculiar and leading Prin. 
ciple of the Times) to enquire into the reſpective 
ualifications requiſite to form this Gzzart 


CHARACTER. 


FORE CAS F. 


F we look abroad into the World, and take a 


Survey of human Conduct in general, we ſhall 
find that a great many are reduced to Want thro” 


Gen. 41. 


Prov. 31. 


Pal 64. 


( 6 ] 
provident Care for your future Welfare hath 
A grovident Care for yur future W and mof} 
diſtinguiſhing Marks of human Wiſdem. 
Joſeph ſhewed his Sagacity in nothing mare 
than in the diſcreet Advice which he gave 19 


| Pharoah, to lay up in the ſeven plenteous Yean 


ones of Famine ; and it 

2 ſo immediate 

« 2 one as this? A Man in whom is the Spirit 
«. of Gop ?” 

The Ant, (that ſeemingly inſignificant Inſed) 

is recommended to your Conſideration, both by 

the ſacred and profane Writers®, as a Pattem 


0 


di ect Perſon is deſcribed by Selomen, = 
re, and then uſing proper 
Means for the Averdaence of it. | 

Forecaſt is one di ing CharaQeriftic of 
the wife Woman.— She looketh well untothe 
« Ways of her Houſhold : She enteth not the 
6 Bread of Idleneſs ; and previous to her buying 
&© a Piece of Ground—ſhe confidered.” 

The original Word is remarkably expreſſive.— 
She revolved it well in her Mind; © in the Dee 
2 2 


— 


— 


„ Parvula (nam exemplo — 
9 gas gh mga fo Hor, 


refleS> 


LI 23 
reflet, and to deliberate upon it, before ſhe pur 
| it in Execution. 

"This was her Conduct, and that it may have 
its due Weight with People of all Ranks, (not 
| excepting even the hire Perſonages) let it be 
' remembered, that it was the Conduct of no leſs a 
k Woman than the Mother of King Lemuel. 
þ It was this provident Forecaſt in the Steward, 
d which attracted the Admiration of his Lord ; 
t (for ſe, and in this Senſe any, muſt theſe Words 
be underſtood And the Lord commended the 
) « unjuſt Steward. For what? for his being pre- Luke 16. 
7 vident ) the ſagacious Diſccrnment which he ſhew- 

n ed for his future Support, had he uſed juſtifiable 
* Means, was doubtleſs laudable. 


To look no farther than the preſent Moment; 
live at random, ſecure, and careleſs of any 


int this too common Error | —** He begetteth 4 
baader 5. l. Son, and lo! there is nothing in his Hand !” 

And St. Paul himſelf avers, that he hath 
te ſunk even below Infidelity, who is negligent 
1 Tim. 5. 4 to provide for thoſe of his own Houſe.” 


Such a Share of Bliſs and Happineſs as this 
World admits of, undoubtedly Man may ſeek 
after ; but find it hs will not, enjoy it he can- 
not, without ſerious Thoughts and due Refledtton, 
This the united Voice of Reaſon and Scripture 
calls for. This the Rotation and Vicifhtude of 
all human Affairs requires; not only when you 
F:-k. 20, *© paſs under the Rod,” for then it is Compul- 
" ſion, it is Neceſſity drives you to it; but alſs 

« in the Day of Proſperity,” when Levity of 
Mind and Diſſipation of Thought is apt to be 
„ For os Log CR 
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t is by thit you are enabled to determine what is 
beſt for you to do, and to weigh the Conſequence 
before you ferm a Reſolution. 

A diſcreet and provident Forecaft is abſolutely 


of conſequence be, who never allows any T ime 
to reflect and con ider. ; | 
with Examples of this Kind. 

What ſtronger Inſtance of /mprovidence can you 
have than in thoſe five Virgins, who took no 
Oil in their Veſſels to ſupply their Lamps? (For Matt. 25. 
to what Purpoſe had they their Veſlels, if they 
made no Uſe of them?) Surely, 


« gi mens non læva fuillet,” 
(For it is under that Denomination [Mage;] our 


Lord bids us to conſider them) they would not 
have neglected this neceſſary Precaution. 


An 


19 1 

An equal Inſtance of Improvidence is ſet before 

3 <« raiſed up his Friend at 

to borrow three Loaves, having a 
83838 Gueſt come, and nstbing to ſet before him.” 


culties ; ever ſtruggling with Want, ever under the 
rn. | 

Were the of the Voluptuary the 
Foundation of true and folid Happineſs; (for 
this is the Object in View, though they mik 
their Aim) there might be ſome Pretence at leaſt 
for ſuch an eager Purſuit of them. But in 
Truth, the Caſe is much otherwiſe : Felicity 
doth net make her Abode with the Senſualif, 
neither does ſhe dwell in the Houſe of Feafting — 
The Voluptuary is not the moſt happy Perſon in 
the World. For Happineſs is a ſecret Thing; 
Ait depends upon hidden Cauſes ;—it is founded 


upon 


chaſe to be 


» Reflection, and the Com- 
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upon the Government of yourſelves it cannot 
be acquired, nor is fo valuable a Pur 


made, but by Thought 
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fall into the Di/ipations of Pleaſure, the Taſte 
becomes vitiated, the Senſes are impaired, and 
3 Reliſh of every Enjoyment is totally 

Moderation is neceſſary at all Seaſons, but 
never more required than when the Mind is elated 
with Succeſs —Then is the critical Time, and 
then it is highly requiſite to keep a ſtrict Guard 
over the Paſſions, left they get the Aſcendancy 
over the Reaſon. The Example of the Iſraelites 
is a ſufficient Admonition to you in the Sacred 
W 


With Regard to the former, it was not without 
Reaſon that the Great Lawgiver admoniſhed 
them to © take heed and beware,” when 
were in the Zenith of their Glory : He knew 
then was the proper Seaſon to inculcate the great 
Duty of ſerious Thought, Conſideration and 
Reflection. As to the latter, it is very evident 
the Romans loſt Ground by every Victory they 
fon is obvious. With the Provinces they added 
to their Empire, they brought in new Species of 
Luxury; Deſſoluteneſs of Manners, and a mad 
Emulation of all Kinds of Profufion and Expence 
ran through the Empire, and there was no Check 
on the Ambition of the People. Certain it is, 
that unleſs Moderation attend Succeſs, except 
Victory be improved by Oeconomy, * 


, 
1 
' 
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( 13 J 
of every Acquiſition is loft, and Conqueſt itſelf 
becomes fruitleſs. 

No Enterpriſe, at leaſt no expenſive Scheme 
whatſoever, ought to be undertaken without firſt 
revolving it in your Mind, without weighi 
your Abilities previous to the Execution, without 
« fitting down firſt to compute the Coſt.” 

But to form the Character of the Oeconomi/# 
more complete, I muſt add to Fon ASN, 


Luke 14. 


O R DE R. 


Ossxavr the DIVINE OECONOM x, 


Ranging and adjuſting every Thing in ſuch a 
Manner, that there is not a Particle of Matter 


but what hath its proper Place in Subſerviency to 
the Whole of the Creation. 


« ORD is Heav'n's firſt Law.” Porr. 


« A beautiful Alluſion, (fays his ingenious 
® and hand Annomter) tn the Seriptuen Fiia- 

* ry of the Creation, when Gop — 
« the Diſorders of Chaos, and ſeparated the 
„Light from Darkneſs.” Sen. 1. 

View the whole Frame of the World, (he 5 
wonderous Work of Him who is perſect in Know- 1 * 


ledge.) 


© 27 


that God is, (as the Apoſile ſpeaks) net the Au- 
Cor. 14- thor of Confafiex, but of Order. 


« The Stars in their Courſes govern the - 
136. * Night.” . 
«© The Sea keeps its old Channel; and in ( 
its utmoſt Fury remembers the firſt Law of its 
Maker—** Hitherto ſhalt thou go, but no far- 

« ther.” 
In every other Part the Powers of Nature are 
duly and regularly exerted ! Even the inanimate 7 
Things of the World have their Office ! ; 
Every Work of the Creation hath its proper 
Buſineſs, and is deſigned by the firſt Cauſe of 
all Things to ſerve ſome wiſe End. 


« The 


; 
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take moſt Delight in thoſe Servants who love 
(like Himſelf) Decency and Order.” 


1 Cor. 14. 


Onszxve the CONDUCT of CHRIST, 


Hebr. 1. 


The IN AGB of GOD: 


(3 
1 Pet. 2. © left you an Example, that you ſhould folk 
« his Steps.” Lake | 
Mark 6. When he fed the Five Thouſand, he did 
feed them, as the Latin ſpeaks, (Conglomeratim) 
been ! - how irregularly ſerved! No. He ordered 
them to fit down on the Graſs. He diſpoſed them 
by Fifties in a Company. He diſtributed the 
Bread through the Hands of his Diſciples. 
Even in that light and trivial Circumftance 
John 20. of the Napkin, if any Thing may be ſaid to de 
ſerve that Appellation, in which the Loxp d 
Glory had a Share, you may trace the Footſtey 
of that Order, Regularity and Method, which 
extends itſelf to every Point of his Conduct, and 
is thus conſpicuous in the moſt minute Occurrences 
of his Life. | 
The Naptia about his Hand, when he roſe 
from the Grave, was not careleſily thrown off; 
nor {ooſely caſt aſide; nor put to the other Linen 
No. He wrapped it up. He laid it in a Place 
Luke 24. by itſelf. "+ a 


Al Scripture is written for our Learning," 
And doubtleſs this Circumſtance was recorded 8 
with a View to your Inſtruction. 0 


Certainly, if the Evangeliſts had entered mer, 
minutely into the Conduct of CyrisT; if 
had indulged us with other Particulars of 
Behaviour; (for ſurely the ſmalleft - Occurrences 
that could have been mentioned would have had 
a Dignity attending them, that might have i 


„ 


| 


(9-1 
moſt inſenſible Heart I) we ſhould have 
_—_—_—— to admire that Beauty of John 21. 
Order, that Regularity of Method, and Propriety 
of Cee, which diſtinguiſhed him both in his 
Onsznve the ORDER of NATURE, 
Thus beautifully diſplayed by the Royal Pſalmiſt. 


« In the Darkneſs of the Night all the Braffs 
« of the Foreſt do move.” oo 
«© When the Sur ariſeth, the Lions, who 
« were before roaring after their Prey, get them 
« away together, and lay them down in their 
« Dens.” 
' Locufts (ſays the Wiſe Man) have no 
2 e forth all of them by 
« Bands.” 


Pal. 104. 


Prov. 30. 
« The Stork in the Firmament knoweth het 

« appointed Time. | 

*The Turtle, the Crane, and the Swallow 
< obſerve their Seaſons. 

« Yet Gon hath not endued them with Wiſdom, 
neither hath he imparted to them Underfland- 
« ng.” 
nomy of the Bees. : 


Jer. 8. 


Job. 39 - 


« Mane ruunt portis, nuſquam mora, rurſus 
** caſdem 


B „„ 


t 1 
« Veſper ubi e paſtu tandem decedere campig 
„ Admonuit, tum tecta petunt, tum corpora 


VI III. 


&« Firſt the Blade, then the Ear, then the full 
Corn in the Ear;” The Steps of Nature are 
Mark 4. frogrefive. © To every thing there is a Seaſon.” 


een 
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1 
the ancient Republics the Commonwealths of 
Greece and Ram. Every Inſtance concurs to 
prove that Liberty, if it once degenerates into 
Licentiouſneſs, is equally detrimental] to the State, 
and to every Individual of the Community ; and 
that the Reins of Government can no longer be 
held with Dignity, than whilſt a due Regard to 
Propriety and Decorum, Regularity and Subor- 
dination, is inviolably preſerved and maintained. 
Certain it is that Jethro, whoſe Judgment Exod. 18, 
was matured by Age and Experience, did not a 
little improve the Conduct of the Great Law- 
giver, by his wiſe Counſel and admirable Advice. 
the People, when he acted according to hir Di- 
rections ? A Rulers of Thouſands, 
« Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, and 
« Rulers of Tens. The hard Cauſes they 
* brought to Moſes, but every ſmall Matter the 
© Deputies judged themſelves ; fo that the Peo- 
« ple returned to their reſpective Homes, fatis- 
« fied and in Peace.” And it was by ſuch an 
Occonomical Adminiſtration, that he was enabled 
to © feed them with a faithful and true Heart, and 
to rule them prudently with all his Power.“ Pal. 78. 
Without a ftrict Diſcipline, a ſettled Execu- 
tion of the Laws, and a regular Adminiſtration 
of Fuffice, the celebrated Roman Orator aſferts +, 


* * 


— 


— 


— of DemyOhene and Ger, 
+ Oratio pro M Marcella. 


B 2 there 


Gen. 32. 
33+ 


1 Tim. 3. 


( 20 J 
there can be no ſolid Baſis for that Fame which 
15 true and permament. 

There is ſuch a Beauty in Method and Regu- 
larity, that one would imagine every Perſon muſt 
be naturally enamoured with it !—Every Perſon 
would obſerve it on account of the Facility with 
which it enables them to conduct their Affairs ; 
the Eaſe with which they can tranſact their Buſi- 
neſs, ſtate their Accounts, and paſs through the 
various Concerns of Life. 


What a ſtriking Example of Oeconomy is ſet be- 
fore you in the Perſon of the Patriarch Faced, in 
the Diſpoſition of bis Wives, his Children, and 
his Cattle“ Very viſible is his Obſervance of 
Rule, and his Attention to Order, in his arrang- 
ing the reſpective Companies. Why, they were 
to keep a ſuitable Diffance each from other 
Why, the Stages of their Journey were to be 

why, their Movements fow. It was 
Reaſons there given. And as this 


for 


the ſame Regard to Order and Method charac- 
terized his Conduct under every Situation. 


Where there is Regularity, the of the 
meaneſt Peaſant looks like a little Commonwealth 
within itſelf. For how agreeable is it to ſee (in 
the Expreſſion of the Apolitle) Perſons © ruling 
« well their own Houſe! — To ſee a Family 


under ſo exact an Oeconomy, as that the Hours of 
Devotion 
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But to perſect the Character of the Orconemiff, 


Imuſt add to Ounzx, 


PRUDENCE,. 


Matt. 7. 


John 6. 


the relative 
hen you have diſcharged 


_ Glory, as well as the Benefit of your Fellow 


9 


es WR 
of the wie woke wo C 
— is too often thrown away in vicious 
how much 
Purſuits or needleſs Expences. a 
« All Mankind (as a _—_— 
<« expreſſes it) are 1 "= 
— ſupply 8 23 divided.“ 
— theſe Wants are ly yl 
s whilſt others ſuffer Need, — 
n 9 | 
r of thee 


become a Debtor to ſuch Act 
err 


« all thoſs to whom Gov hath diſpenſed hy 


« Gifts liberally.” 


no Ws 
Let Plenty tempt you to be profuſe. 
not your Affluence deſigned to promote Gon 


Creatures certainly But Profufion and 
penn apc - == to neither. 


_—_— Co 
wing ds ooo miſapplicd ; * 
may not E 
— — 8 _ 
ba r 2 
—6 bing be loft.” —Certainly - 
fo Direction in this and all Reſpects is, 
you 


Diſcourſes, 
I © 


r = rr oe %J5{F ©" & + 


Cd 


=P 
Canduct᷑ of that Divine Perſon, who dignified our 
Nature by condeſcending to aſſume it. 
Set his Pattern before your Eyes. 
Let his Precepts be the Model of your Practice. 
Let his Example influence your Lives. 


The Nerd, you fee very evidently, a_—_ 


both a Command and a Prohibition. 

You are enjoined, after a ſober Uſe of the daily 
Bread Gop hath given you, to gather up the Re- 
mains, the Overplus, and reſerve them for a fu- 
ture Occaſion. You are prohibited, as by the 
Bounty of Heaven you received it, from either 
making Waſte, ſuffering it to be made, or ſeeing 
aught mrſuſed or miſapplied; as undoubtedly it is 
very much ſo, when either on the one hand, it 
miniſters to Exceſs of any kind, or on the other 
. 

ing it to Dogs.” 

. 
2 provident careful frugal +— 
to “ gather up the Fragments which remain.” 
Equally does it become you to ab/fain from what 
he prohibits you, —Not thoughtleſaly to ſquander, 


SSS upon th Bade, 
very Portion of Scripture is our 
Chas be web © dey 
4 in and the 25th Sunday rintty ; 
Gin X ian of co — — There is no 
e 


Frugalitatem virtutem eſſe maximam judico.”” 


C:iCtro pro Rege DIOT ARO. 
waſte, 


Matt. 15. 


tf?" — To deſcend to ſuch minute 


<« ency for each in ſo great a Number to partake 
« a ſmall Share. No. But it is exprefy 
© faid, ** They had all caten—They had all 


„ 
© be taken —“ They fall under the Table.“) 
I anſwer, — What Gop hath thought fit tg 


Mark 8. 


Matt. 26. «« ae made?” 


prevent their being off For that is the 
incumbent upon you—this is your next 
They may be uſeful to yourſelves ; for your 
fent Affluence is no Security againſt future 


Thing—(+ For the Words are not—** Such. 


6. any thing! To what Purpoſe ſhould there be 


— 


29 
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If where there is Bread enough, and to ſpares 
thoſe who ſtand without want it, Sin lies at your 


Door. Gen. 4. 
Conſider well; Oeconomy is the Parent of Be- 

neficence. By your gathering ap the Fragments 

which remain, you will be the better enabled to 


« ſcatter them abread upon the Waters.” This Eecleſ. 1 1. 
is the right Principle of Frugality. 


amiable Pattern for your Imitation than in thi 
that © he never eat his Morſel himſelf 


e, and the OT WT ere 
Reflection. 
To a thoughtful Perſon, (if be attends to whs 


Luke 16, even wanton amidſt all the Superfluities of Liſs 
| z— 11 
— Conſider : *: It is by fuch an Us of the ge 


ludes to—An Exemption from Sorrow. (Very 
often indeed the Caſe is much otherwiſe; the 
Jonah 4. — — 


> 7 


al” . 
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&. » 
is far from them ;) * Gop maketh rich, and Pal. 10g. 


« adds no Sorrow with it.” than we. .. 
Are your Circumſtances © miniſhed and brought | 
« low ?”” Contract your Defires. Pfal. 107. 


Perhaps Gop hath not ſet your Feet in a large Pal. 3. 
Room, yet, if you are poſſeſſed of two Mites, Luke 21. 
that, with prudent Management, will be tuffici- 11k 12. 
ent. That it is a ſmall Sum, we will admit; 

but that it has been deem'd ſufficient is very 
evident, for it ſuſtain d a Widow, —it was, — her 

whole Living, —and, till ſhe thought fit to part 4 
with it, gave her Bread to eat, and Raiment to 
put on. Under ffrait Circumſtances, undoubt- 
edly there will be Difficulties, there will be 
Grievances, there wil! be Temptations When 
ob expoſtulates with his Friends, he has Truth 
2 Queſtion ;—* Does the 
e wild Aſs bray when he has Meat? Or low- "=. 
eth the Ox over his Fodder ?” But though Job 6. 
there are no coercerve Means you can uſe to gain | 
an extraordinary Supply; though you cannot 
command that the Barrel of Meal waſte rot, and | 
that the Cruſe of Oil ſhould not fail; yet by a 1 Kings 
well timed Self-denial you can cut off muny need- "7+ 

fr, faber fluous Expences—you may (and ought 

indeed) ſo far to with-hold yourſelf from making 

ſuch Proviſion for the Fleſh, as to fulfil the Luſts 


Gen. 28. 


. FT 53 .- 


t 88 
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In this vaſt and beautiful Syſtem of the Uni. 
verſe, where not a ſingle Atom flands fill, where 
every Part of the. Creation is employed, can it 
be ſuppoſed with any Colour of Reaſon, that Man, 
endued with ſuperior Faculties, is formed only 
to fit down to cat, and drink, and riſe up to 


Exod. 32. play ? 


Man was net made to be idle, but was intended 
from his original State of Innocence far an ating 
Life ; and therefore, as ſoon as he was formed, he 
was ſent into the Garden of Eda, to till, to dreſi 
and to beep it. 

What various Incentives are there to Induſtry! 

In the natural Courſe of it is ſo os 
dered, that nothing valuable can be procus 
without it; for the Earth bri not forth Fruit 
without 2 repeated Tillage, and a continued Cult. 


Here we may with Pleafure obſerve thoſe a0 


hath erefted for the 

of Induftry, the Cultivation of Aris and Sh 
ences, the Advancement of Cammerce, and the 
of uſeful z withs 
View to animate the World to a laudable Exe 
tion of their Faculties, to reiſe a noble and g 
nerous Spirit of Emulation, ever conducive tothe 
Welfare and Proſperity of a commercial Pew 


It is is obſervable in the Goſpel, that when a 
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mirable Jn/titutions, which the Wiſdom of the 
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he did not leave his Affairs at Home unſettled, un- 


ded for, or diſconcerted. ** He gave to 
« cach Man his Veri: To one five Talent 
to another two—to every one according to his 
« ſeveral Abilities, with Orders to each to accupy 
« the ſame till his Return: And then he reward- Mark 1 3; 
d the Induſtry of thoſe who had faithfully diſ- | 
charged the Truft repoſed in them. 
A ſupine Negligence is in itſelf criminal. Ac- 
cordingly you find that Servant, who let his Ta- 
leat lie dead and unimproved, is not only ſeverely 
rebuked for being flothful and unprofitable, but e 
for being wicked. 1 
It does not appear, that he waſted it by Extra- 4 
vagance. But his Fault was, he did not improve 
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1 John 2. and the Pride of Life, tempts (I had almoſt ſaid) 


© i 


and proportion your current Expences to your 
annual Revenue. 

It is a Reflection, which, though with Re- 
luctance, Truth obliges me to make—A Pre- 
valence of Luxury, the Love of falſe Pleaſure, 


all Perſons to live above the Rank which they 
hold in the Society, impelled in a great Meaſure 
by that prevailing Vice , which ſo eafily beſet 
the U — of all Morals, In- 
duſtry and Order, and a Stimulus to every other 
vicious Purſuit. 

In this Particular, ſurely © the former Tima 
© were better than theſe :” If we view the ge⸗ 


neral Propenſity to Gaiety, Diſſipation and E 
travagance, which at preſent reigns in all Condþ 


tions of Life. Luxury hath fatally ſpread its I» | 


1 middling Parts of the Com- 
Dazaled with the falſe Glitter of Pomp and 
Grandeur—eager to outvie each other ther 
Senſes are captivated with the diſſolute Maxims d 
Luxury and Pleaſure; and no Wonder, when 
they ſee through the Medium of Ambition and 
that they reflect not on the [mpropriety of 
Conduct, the Inequality of Station, or the Dif- 
propertion of Revenue. 
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Certain it is, the Manners of the People are 
influenced by the Conduct of thoſe who move in 
a higher Sphere. The Pattern they ſet, whether 
virtuous or vicious, is a Model implicitly imitated 
by thoſe that are in an inferior Station. 


What are the Opinions and Pra#ices of the John 7. 


Rulers ?—Was the Queſtion of the ancient Pha- 
riſees; and the modern Times are actuated by 
the ſame Motives. Cuſtom and Education lead 
the Way, and a natural Diſpoſition prompts to it. 
Of this you have a ſtriking Proof in the Lace- 
demonian Republic ; which, as a learned Hea- 
then + informs us, ſoon partook of the common 
Fate of Empires, when it: Leaders fell into a 
ſtate of Degeneracy. SY 
Since © theſe Things are fo,” Luxury 
Fuſion, Waſte, Intemperance, and its concomi- 
tant Train, muſt therefore firff be baniſhed from 
the Tables of the Great, and then we may hope 
to ſee Frugality and Sobriety, Induſtry and Dili- 
gence, reign among the inferior Orders of Men, 
and the happy Fruits of ſuch Conduct "diffuſed 
through every Member of Society. 

The Chriſtian ſhould conſider himſelf (like the 
ancient Philoſopher) as a Citizen of the World, 
and every Species of Luxury and Proſuſion, as 
injurious to that Community, of which he is 2 
Member. 
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Take 


terminate in your Dofiruttion.” 


1 1 


Take a View of ancient Hiſtory. There you 
will find that the Glory of a Nation was never 
founded on the ZLaxury of the People ; but, on 
the contrary, that it always conſiſted in Diſcipline, 
Temperance, and the ſalutary Maxims of Virtue 
and Moderation. Luxury always relaxes the 
Sinews of Government. 'The Reaſon is obvious. 
A Depravity of Taſte, and of Mo- 
rals, are the natural Effects of Luxury and Diſs 
pation ; and when the internal Principles of Ac- 
tion are vitiated, the Arts, Sciences, and every 
rational Purſuit, muſt of conſequence decline. 
Seldom, very ſeldom, do we find the Apoſtle ſi 
vehement in his Exhortations, ſo earneſt in his 
Remonfirances, and under ſuch Commotions, as 
when he is inveighing againſt that very Sin, from 
which I am new di you—** How often, 
„ (fays he to the Philipptans) have I told you 
2 that if 

<< you thus continue to give 
«*« own Hearts Luffs, reject 
* of Self-denial, as if not Chriſtian Duties, and 
« break through every Rule of Temperance, . 
« briety and Moderation, the End thereof will 


A kitle is enough for all the for ul 
the innocent Delights of Nature ; and it may be 
, how 
large foever an Eftate is, there will fil be 5 


Deficiency ; for, as Horace obſerves, 
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„„ 
« Multa petentibus, deſunt malta. 


But with Oeconomy, it will always be ſound that 
the leaff Eftate is not too ſmall— 


« Vivitur par vs bene.” 


He, who knows his Duty, will not requeſt 
 Gop for more, than what he is taught to pray 
for, vin. that Heaven would belidw vyun en 


T This Day his daily Bread.” Matt. 6. 


He, whoſe God is his Belly, (as the Apoſtle Phil 3- 
expreſſes it) will not be ſo reſtrained, will not be 
ſatisfed with aſking for To-day, (“ neither with 

« two Days, nor five Days, neither with ten | 
« Days nor twenty Days.”) No. His Lan- Nam. 11. 
guage is—* Give me ſuch Plenty, as I may be 19. 
« independent. —Give me ſuch an ample Share of 

© the good Things of this Life, as that my Soul 
d may take her Eaſe.” Such is the Pr | 
(fays the Evangeliſt) of the voluptuous Epicure. — 
On the other Hand, X Luke 12. 
EE 


C.: 1 
© Modd importuna pauperies abe. 
© Moi Dew claukt park (quad foris 
manu — Bene 
hs 0 IT Dec 
reſpect to the Man of Gop: Let us makea 
2 Kings © little Chamber, and ſet for him there a Bed, 
4- * and a Table, a Stool, and a Candleftick.” 


Real Wants are few, —imaginary ones innu«- 
- merable.—A real Want is cheaply ſatisfied, —but 
an aſcleſs Vanity is very cy. 
Fancy, Taſte, and Caprice, have invented an 
infinite Number of Superfluities, unknown to 
our Anceſtors, and introduced many expenſive 
Follies, under the Notion of modern Refine- 
ments. 


To contract the Defires is the grand Principle of 

Jer. human Happineſs—** Seekeſt thou great Things 
45- «« for thyſelf ?* The Voice of enlightened Reg. | © 

\ 


fon, as well as Scripture, replies—** Seck them 
« t. For when once @ Looſe is given to the 
Defire of Superfluities, you know no End—your 
Wiſhes are vague and can ſet no 
Bounds; The Gratification of ene inordinate , 
Purſuit paves the Way for another ; and no ſooner 
is the preſent vain With indulged, than a future 
imaginary Neceſſity ariſes, equally importunate. | 
Retrench your Expences, inviolably adhering 
to that admirable Axiom of the Reman Poet 


- .. Infra 


& Fortunam debet quiſque ; manere ſuam.” 
Ovi. 
You 


BB I | 
Your Portion is not large indeed, 
But then how little do you need? 
For Nature's Calls are few. 
In this the Art of Living lies, 
To want ns more than may ſuffice ; 
And make that {tle do. 


Dr. CoTTov. 
What Riches give, only let's enquire, 
Meat, Fire, Clothes ;—What more ?—Meat, 
Clothes and Fire. Poet. 


What more ? The Beauty of his Anſwer is in re- 
peating the ſame Words—He hath made the En- 
quiry—they can give no more. 
| made to them, is to provide Food 
« and Raiment ;” and indeed, without a diſcreet 
Management, — the greateſt Poſſeflions will fly 
« away, as an Eagle towards Heaven.” Prov. 23. 
It i « Wiſdom that dwells with Prudence. % 
It is © a good Underftanding” that will make a pfl 1117. 
ſmall Portion prove a Competency. _ 
It is always with Pleaſure obſerved, that a cer- 
tain Neatneſs and Chearfulneſs attends the Table 


1 1 

Daily Experience confirms this Truth, that he 
who waſtes his Subſtance, when poſſeſſed of 3 
moderate Fortune, his Finances would be equal. 
ly exhauſted, if he had a more ample Revenue, 
The Cauſe is ſelf-evident. There is a certain 
Air of Waſte, Negligence and Extravagance, rum 
through every Thing; that it is no Wonder if 
herein the Obſervation of Fob is periectly appli, 
cable In the Fulneſs of his Sufficiency” he 
„ fhall be in Straits.“ 

The prudent Perſon thrives in his temporal Ab 
fairs. It is for this Reaſon —Becauſe he often bs 
lances his Accounts ; examines his Gains and his 
Loſſes ; ſees what Proportion they bear to each 
other; conſiders where his Conduct may have been 
Faulty in any Reſpect, and how for the future t» 
rei it. 

On the other hand, he who hath involve 
CIT 
and Prodigatity, finds himſelf utterly undone to 
- tate his Accounts. The Occaſion of it is clear- 
They become every Day more perplexed and in 


Heb.. 2. tricate, being a mere Stranger at Home, and ip 


norant of his domeſtic Concerns. 


The prudent Perſon preſerves his Aﬀairs a» 
embarraſſed, and juſtly can call what he hath ks 
own. Why? Becauſe be ffri#ly adheres toth 
Apoſtolical Injunction— Owe no Man ay 
” _— Living thus always within his Ib 
come, his Retroſpection is without Regret, equab 
ly as his Proſpect is without Terror ; has no Is 
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Extravagance 
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into his Cloſet, and reflet 
paſt Conduct. 

But to change the Scene.—What are the Fruits 
and Intemperance ? Dil- 


Vaiah 1. 


What are the Fruits of Waſte, Profuſion 
>» Want and Poverty and a Train Prov. 23, 
leſs fatal to your Fortune, 


[ 40 ] 

Can Reaſon or Refleftion yield him any Suc- 
cour upon this Occaſion ? No. Theſe, which are 
the greateſt Bleſſing to him who can uſe them, 
Af 24, become to this Perſon a Burden inſupportable. 
*5* The Reaſon is obvious. His Conduct will not 
bear a ſtrict Scrutiny ; and the deeper he enters into 

it, the more formidable is the Scene that opens } 

So formidable, that we may well take up the 

1. Words of the Prophet, and ſay, * Behold and fee, 
2 © if there be any Sorrow like unto this Sorrow !” 


e 15. Appearance of great Poſſeſſions: But * when 
lar—not actual Poſſeſſor of them. There are 


to anſwer their Demands. 
What is the Conſequence ? Liberty itſelf, the 
moſt valuable Privilege, he is not ſecure of, Has 
he a Family? This Circumſtance embitters his 
Calamity, and makes it, if poſſible, more poig- 
nant ; for they muſt be involved in the Pun;bment, 
though probably they were not acceſſary to the 
Guilt. Is he deprived of Liberty ? What muſt 
the poor Widow and Orphans do? For a Hidew 
the certainly is, and Orphans they are, to all the 


* he comes to himſelf, he finds he is only lin- 
many lay Claim, and perhaps he hath not ſufficient 
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Intents and Purpoſes of Sorrow, whilſt he * is 
faſt bound in Miſery and Iron.” Pal. : 07. 

This is not an imaginary Picture, ideal, form- 
ed only in the Fancy, but a real Repreſentation of 
the Effet?s of Extravagance.— And when I 
« looked, behold a Hand was ſent unto him; and 
© lo! a Roll of a Book was therein; and it was 
« written within and without—Lamentations, 
und Mourning, and Woe ”” Too many me- Ek. 2. 
lancholy Inſtances there are to give ſufficient Evi- , 1c. 
dence, that theſe are the Words of Truth and | 
« Soberneſs.” Afs 26. 


juſt Balance) which of the two can be properly 
faid to enjoy Life, the prudent temperate Perſon 
who lives within his Income ? or the V 

and the Senſualiſt, who run beyond it? For each 
counts the Life of the other Madneſs. 

| The Voice of Reaſon will decide; and Experi. 
.ence has ſet to its Seal, that this Tefrmony is true. 


He therefore 
be deſtitute of voi 
Certainly—the Expreſſion of the Evangeliſt 
Lake 15- frms it—** When he came to himſelf.” —imply- 

„ raſh and 


: King « Thy Servant feared the Lon ;” 
+ that had her Diſtreſs been the on; 
Extravagence, ſhe would not have been a fit Oh | 
ject of Compaſſion ; for, 
All Waſtefulneſs is Sin. 
You have not in the whole Scriptures a mar | 
glaring Inftance of this, than in the Goſpel d 
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— the contre, he would have maintind 
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Fine, to retrieve their 

Enos Drench of Traf—to violate theRules of 
and to purſue mean Artifices I nee þ pool 
— — (and that a ſtriking one) (Wes yet 
Lord Ferulam. 


Fas Ih SEATTLE 


1 


SS & | 


be 
1 


ſelf confeſſes it I have ſinned againff Heaven. 
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St. Lute, where it is emphatically called —*< A 

Sin again Heaven.” Luke 15. 

If one Man fin againſt another, as Eli ob- 

frves, * the Juige ſhall julge dim.”—the Cag> , gum, 

nizance then comes before the civil Magiffrate— 

* the Law is open—they may implead one ano- 

„ ther.” Advts 19. | 
But this is an aggravated Guilt—Many con- 

curring Circumſtances tend to heighten it into 

what the Pſalmiſt calls a . great Offence.” Him- 


% have finned againff my Father.” mad 
If ever © Satan ſtood at the right Hand” of 109 
an unguarded Youth, to point out to him the 
* broad Way that 'leadeth to Deſtruction,” it 
NY r 
Inſtead of to this ſalatary Maxim 
Let nothing be loſt' — What ZHavect = John 6. 
made]! What Deftruftion was wrought? He 
ſquandered withour Meaſure, boy 
without Cantroul. In one comprehenſive Phraſe— 
Every thing was loft. Ev:ryBlefling from Above | 


devoured—his Time vilely thrown away—his 
— and himſelf, vio- 


| gag NOISY 


Behind him he ſaw nothing but Guilt and 
| Shame : 
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Hair 


2 Pet. 2 ment lingers not. 


Haft thou found me, Q mine Enemy ?—I 
21. & have found thee. 
Plal. 39- When Gop with Rebukes doth chaſten Man 
for Sin, very often he doth it in/fantaneouſhy. 
Eccle. 8. Sentence againſt an evil Work is executed 
e ſpeedily,” and © the right-aiming Thunder- 
Wiſdem © bok” immediately levelled at the Head of the 
* Offender. 
Pal. 64. Hear what the Royal Pſalmiſt ſays : 6 Gop 
* ſuddenly ſhoots at them with a ſwift Arrow. 
„% The Lon knoweth the Thoughts of Man, 
© that they are vain.” But ſure never more vain, 
Plal. $6. than when they think they ſhall © ſcape for their 
« Wickedneſs.” 
Luke 15. For no ſooner do you read of his riotous Living, 
| than you read of as quick a Succeſſion by relentleſs 
- Poverty. * It came upon him like one that tra- 
Prov. 24. * vaileth. It ſeized him like an armed Man,” 
Does Experience give Teſtimony to this 
18. Truth? So alſo does Scripture. 
The great Wafter will certainly find it © Bit- 
2 Sam. 2. terneſs in the latter End.” 
It will ( Erit, erit illud profeftd tempus, & 
« jlluceſcet tandem aliquando ille dies quùm“.“) 
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® Cicero. 
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Obliove nnw the Connenion. Obſerve, Judg- 
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pr yoni mga yd ard 
ical Expreſſion of the Royal come 
n 
« his Bones.” Pial. 10g. 
When the prodigal Son had ſpent all, then it 

was that Gos called for a Dearth upon the Land, 
and deſtroyed all the Proviſion of Bread. 105. 
It is a juſt Remark of a Writer, who well 

knew the World, That Numbers are 
« into bad Circumſtances rather from ſmall Ne- 
« plefts than from any great Errors in material 
Affairs.“ People are too apt to think lightly 
| of Shillings and Pence, forgetting that they are 
the conſtituent Parts of a Pound, till a Defici 
in a Article ſhews them their Miſtake— 
convinces them by dear-bought Experience of a 
Truth, which they might have learnt from a lit- 
tle Attention, viz. that Great Sums are made up 
of ſmall ; and that therefore © he that contem- 

| 5 2cth ſmall Things muſt of conſequence fol! b 3 

« little and little. 3 
And now, before I cloſe this Ess Ar, I would 


which remain, that nothing be Mark © 
* loſt,” propoſed by ChaisT, and praftiſed by 8. 
his Diſciples, is ſet before you by every Evangeliſt. Luke 9. 
« Let him that readeth, underſtand.” = * 
F Was gs 


[ 46 ] 


Was it of little or of ſmall 1 „ would 
it have found ſo many Pages in the ſacred Text? 


Each of the Evangeliſts have ſome Criteric 
whereby to diſtinguiſh them. 
One repreſents Cuz1sT exerting his Divine 
A 10. Power in doing Good. 


Another views him enlightening the People by 
his Doctrine, by which their Prepoſſeſſions wen 
Luke 4. Halen, and their Prejudices looſened. 
One views him in his public Character, whilf 
another accompanies him through the Garuda 
his Hours of Retirement, and his private Conkts 
John 18. rences. | 

It is eaſy to diſcern, That 

Matthew applies himſelf to the Miracles, and 

to the Completion of the Prophecies. 

_ _ (the fborte/f of all the Goſpels) is the 
moſt circumfantial in relating the Suffering 
CHRIST. | 
pal. 78. Luke opens his Mouth in Parables. 
Luke 4. Jobs, (ever attendant upon his Maſter) lets um 


of thoſe gracious Words, which out u 
his Mouth, fall to the Ground; but as 1 Mat 
John 7. © ever ſpake like this Man,” records them al 


Me. 


„ 


Each of the Evangeliſts hath ſomething j 
kar to himſelf. —— mn 


Yet, as I intimated to you above, very ob- 
ſervable it is, and much to be noticed, that in 
giving this USEFUL ADMON1T1ION they ALL 
concur, and with one Voice propoſe the Pattern 
for your Imitation : From which Circumſtance, 
it is natural to make this Inference, that fo im- 
portant a Leſſon for your Conduct, (in the Ob- 


ſervance of which the Happineſs of human Life ſo 


very much depends) could not be too much in- 
culcated. | 

And that it was for us Men, and our Inſtruc- 
tion, that H who (alone) could turn Stones into 
Bread, as well as Water into Wine, gave this 
Command—— 

Ol that it were graven with an Iron Pen 
« and Lead in the Rock for ever”) 
Gather up the Fragments that remain, that 

„ nothing be loſt.” 


., 
Achworth, near Ferrybridge, Yorkfhire, 
December 16, 1762. 
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CnrTicai Lr Vol. 13. P. 80. Jas. 164. 
N this 


Montur Review, Vol. 26. P. 389. May, 1164 
« AT a'Time when a Prevalence of , the Li 


* Perſons to live above the Rank which they hold in $ 
« This excellent little Tract cannot but be deemed 


2 mot liable to into the Dil 
infected with the | 
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Catirieat Review, Vol. 14. P. 160. A. 1105 


« tion of this ingenious Treatiſe, on account of the ſeve 
1 —ů 7 do the Author whoſe g 


„ Pleaſure and principal be the 
« Feature tad prcial dy appears to beth 


% Dr. Mali having corrected and enlarged the 
1 ſor no Motives is entitle'Y 
« Thanks of the Public for this 2 


benevolent Deſign.” 
* The Author's «wn Words. 


«« Pleatire, and the Pride of Life tempt (I had almoſt Gil 


« WE think onrſelves obliged to take Notice of the [Fifi \ 


MonTulY Review, Vol. 27. P. 219. Sept. 1766 
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